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A DARK, DANK 
CAVE IN A 

FARAWAY WORLD. 

THAT WASN'T “WO 
EXACTLY WHAT I 
HAD IN MIND FOR 

THIS VISIT. 4 
x 

TRUTH IS, 
OLD WORM, I'D 
HOPED YOU'D BE 
LONG DEAD BY 

NOW. AG Syndrome 
\ Chapter Two of HOMELANDS 
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ALAS FOR YOU, 
IM STILL ALIVE AND MY 
INNER FURNACE STILL 

fe BURNS HOT. 

NO CHANCE 
I COULD JUST GET 

YOU TO SHOW ME THE 
GATE TO THE NEXT 

WORLD? 

PITY, THAT. IN 
ALL MY AMBITIONS T 

NEVER HOPED TO ENTER 
THE RANKS OF DRAGON 

SLAYERS. 

Fr Mee: 

NOT GOING 
TO HAPPEN. THE WITCHING 
CLOAK DOESN'T BURN AND 

WON'T LET ME BURN. 

EVEN FROM 
PRAGON'S 

BREATH. 



DROPPED 
ups MAGIC 

AND THE 
CLOAK HOLDS MANY 

THINGS: LIT TORCHES, 
BEHEADED PUPPETS 

AND VORPAL 
SWORDS. 

” READY TO 
MAKE AN EN? 
OF THIS? 

BUT STILL, 
ONE WHO ENTERS 

OKAY, THE HERO TRADE 
THIS /SN’T HOW NEEDS TO BE ABLE TO 
TI IMAGINED THIS IMPROVISE. 

GOING. 



BET YOU DIDN'T 
ANTICIPATE 7A/S, HUH? IT 
WON'T TEAR ANY MORE ; aaah ; 

THAN IT WILL BURN, Ree AA sto aoe 

S0 
YOU'RE KIND 

OF SCREWED 
JUST NOW. 

HHH 
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YOU'RE 
GETTING AWFUL 
BIG AND GLOWY 
THERE, PARTNER. 

FORGIVE 
BACKING MY HORRIBLE 
UP? .. MANNERS IN DUCK- 

ING INSIDE SOME 
COVER. 
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NOTHING LIKE THE 
SMELL OF SULFUR 

AND ASH. 

ALL THESE , THAT'S ie 
WOW. ” GOLD PIECES MELTED VW SOMETHING I'LL 

INTO ONE VAST BUMPY , HAVE TOREMEMBER F 
GOLDEN CAVE » TO TELL FLY. 

; > ND \ 
y f WHY THIS GATE 

| 10 WEVERS IND ‘ WASN'T USED FOR SRS 
#\ THE GATE IN THE PASSENGERS. . 
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9” SEND A RUNNER 
TO SORCERER'S RO 

SENIOR UNDERSECRETARY = a a 

vi
g MUDSNIPE, T THINK. 

m YES, MINISTER. = 
SHALL I HAVE YOUR THIS rie of Day, I’ Le 
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WHATS SO ~ 
IMPORTANT THAT I 

HAVE TO INTERRUPT MY 
LUNCH TO ENTERTAIN A 
JUNIOR COMMISSIONER 
FROM THE MINISTRY 
OF TRANSWORLD 

LOGISTICS? / 

WE HAVE A SERIOUS | // CHARGE HIM OFFICIALLY \] [( LOOK AT THESE REPORTS-- y 
PROBLEM, LORD S OR SIMPLY HANG Him FROM | AND PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION 

MUDSNIPE. HIS STOREFRONT AWNING, AS TO HOW THE DATES 
A WARNING TO OTHERS. IN LINE UP 

| 'O} i 5 EITHER CASE, IT DOESN'T sind 
ee FEW MONTHS AGO, 

THERE'S A D/ISRUPTION 
IN THE FOURTH HORDE-- 

RANDOM KILLINGS 
AND SUCH. 

SOME CIVILIAN 
CONTRACTOR OVERCHARGED = 

THE MILITARY FOR SHIPPING y NO-THIS 
AGAIN? HARDLY A MATTER V A{ IS A SECURITY 

FOR THE MINISTRY OF pf 
> SORCERY. / PROBLEM. 

“BUT IT CULMINATES IN 
THE ASSASS/NAT/ION 
OF LORD CHERNOMOR, 
THE IMPERIAL GOVERNOR 
OF KARDAN, WHERE THE 

@| FOURTH IS DEPLOYED.” 



ALOCAL \ _ 
UPRISING? ) < I SEEM 

TO RECALL A 
REPORT-- 

I THOUGHT SO 
AT FIRST, BUT LOOK AT 

THIS. DAYS AFTER CHERNOMOR 
IS KILLED SOMEONE OF HIS LIKE- 
NESS PASSES THROUGH THE 
GATE LINKING KARDAN TO THE 

WASTES OF SKOLD. 

KKK] LIZ i" | 4 i | vAND AFTER THAT OUR KILLER SF OKAY ONE OF 
SHOWS UP IN T ORLD OF 22 y SHOWS UF INTHE WoRlY G BU / THESE ROADS LEADS To 

: WHERE T WANT TO GO-- 
REACH FROM SKOLZ.” BUT WA/CH ONEZ 
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WILLING TO CRAWL gang laly "NOW LOOK AT THESE REPORTS FROM THE 
l WORLD OF THE RUS. OUR KILLER IS UP TO THROUGH A DRAGON'S ONE, HMM? 7 SOME GRIM BUSINESS THERE.” 



7 WHOIS THIS T SPY aS 
(CREEPING ABOUT IN my FO | 

OODS LIKE SO. as ? _ ORDERS BRIGHT DAY, 
SNEAK THIEF? 5 A) = A THE WHITE RIDER OF THE 

PAWN, To PASS BY! 

yYOu'D BEST 4 
LEAVE ALONE 

LISTEN, 
FELLA. J 

su DON'T 
PARTICULARLY WANT 

TO KILL YOU. 
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< on aeaeue 
YOU GO DOWN SK<& 

THE ROAD THAT WAY AND 
GO DOWN THE ROAD THIS 

WAY AND WE PRETEND WE 
; NEVER MET? 

7° 

——] . T'S NOT 
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HONORABLE 
OR NOT, I HOPED IT 

| WOULD ENCOURAGE JAS 
d. YOU BOTH ON YOUR C 

Way. 



QU | / I'LL CHOP YOUR SKULL 
HORSEMAN DOESN'T AND SERVE YOU UP TO BABA 
HURRY ALONG ATTHE PX YAGA'S BOTTOMLESS 

11> TEWPOT. s 
HIGHWAYMEN. P ' SERVE HER, ¥ ; YOU'LL SIMMER ALONG WiTd (im 

FOR WEEKS AND MAKE W) 
3 

{== G %O 

YEAH, I AAV A TASTY TREAT FOR HER 

\ Got THAT yf UPON HER RETURN TO 
THESE LANDS. 

Fa 4 Y 

[7 I REALLY DIDN' 
WANT TO KILL YO! 

BEFORE. 

gf 

SHE WON'T 
EVER BE COMING BACK 
HERE, NO MATTER HOW 
GOOD YOUR SOUP IS. 



y THOUGH T age é e Opn —Y 
WASN'T LUCKY ENOUGH Sy ALB TLD By 

TO BE THE ONE TO K/LL 
HER, I GOT TO WATCH HER 
FESTERING CORPSE GET 

DUMPED DOWN INTO 
THE PIT. 

THINK OF 
THIS AS A LESSON IN 

JUDGMENT. 

O IN YOUR 
NEXT LIFE, BE MORE 
CAREFUL IN WHO You 
CHOOSE TO SERVE 

AND ADMIRE. 

— 
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HUH? S7/LL 
TALKING? 

ip 

Y MORE THAN A BIT 
DISTURBING. 

bid A I AND My KNAVE OF LIES!_ BROTHER KNIGHTS 
ARE IRREVOCABLY 
BOUND TO BABA 

YAGA. 

SHE STILL 
LIVES, OR WE WOULD 

HAVE CEASED TO EXIST ) } ACTUALLY = _| BIGBY, 
THE MOMENT SHE I SAW A BoDy-- DID YOU PULL A 

| PRETTY THOROUGHLY FAST ONE? 
WRAPPED IN \TS : 

SHROUD. y 
MISTAKEN, KIDDO, 
SHE'S TOAST. I 
SAW THE BODY. 



SERIOUSLY? Q 

HE WAS 
ABLE TO KILL THE 
MORNING KNIGHT 

COMBAT? 

yu 

RLNAN HE MIDDAY. 44 I 

BEGINNING TO 
SUSPECT THAT ¥ 

> CALL ME 
HE DREAD BLUE 
VENGER/ 

HOW'S 
(AT FOR AN ICE- 

__ BREAKER? 
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| BUT I'M WONDERING \™ I NEED TO GET To THE ; 
IF WE CAN CHAT ABiT } PALACE OF THE TSAREVICH 

FIRST. < a VAN, THE GATE 10 THE NEXT 
2 want 10 Spies WORLD'S IN HIS THRONE 
MAKE SURE I'M Von OOM, RIGHT? 

ON THE RIGHT - 

{A 
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OD = Seri =e he aE » TLL SPEAK TO “ 3SIGH< OKAY, 
a YOU ONLY WITH My I THOUGHT AS 

NAINA War arg BLADE. alee But I HAD y Bur 
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THE GREATEST MARTIAL 
POWERS IN THE RUS. 
THEY'VE SLAUGHTERED 
ENTIRE ARM/ES ON 

Vv THE FIELD 4 

| THE THREE KNIGHTS WERE \_| 
ea 

STILL SOMEWHERE IN THE RUS, IT \ 
THINK. IT'S A LARGE WORLD DIVIDED 

INTO A DOZEN ADMINISTRATIVE 
DISTRICTS THAT DON'T GET ALONG 

WITH EACH OTHER. 

IT SHOULD 
TAKE SOMEONE OF EVEN OUR 

KILLER’S \MPRESSIVE POWERS 
SOME MONTHS TO CROSS FROM 

ONE GATE TO THE NEXT. 

BUT THIS ONE 
MAN WAS ABLE TO 
BEST EACH OF 

THEN WE HAVE SOME 
TIME TO ACT. 

HOW DID you 
PUT IT ALL TOGETHER, 
MUDDLECOCK, FROM 

DOZENS OF UNRELATED 
REPORTS AND 
DOCUMENTS? 

EASILY, IT 

I CAN'T HELP BUT SEE 
THE PATTERNS IN THINGS. 

IT'S WHAT MAKES ME A 
GOOD ADMINISTRATIVE 

COMPTROLLER. 

ANP WHAT 
CONCLUSIONS 
HAVE YOU COME 

TO? 

Se 
TF) | 

“OUR KILLER WIELDS DEVICES OF GREAT POWER. 
SINCE ALL SUCH IMPERIAL DEVICES ARE CATA- 
LOGUED AND TRACEABLE, WE CAN ASSUME THES 

ITEMS ARE FROM OUTS/PE THE EMPIRE.” 



WHICH IMPLIES . SEEMS 
THAT OUR KILLER IS ALSO LIKELY. BUT FROM 
AN INVADER FROM OUTSIDE WHERE? 

THE EMPIRE. 

HARD TO 
NARROW IT DOWN. 

THERE'RE SO MANY 
WORLDS WE'VE YET 

TO CONQUER. 

SO LET'S SAY HE 
MANAGES TO FIND A WAY INTO 

ONE OF THE MANY OUTLYING WORLDS-- 
KARDAN IN THIS CASE--THEN STEADILY 

MAKES HIS WAY FROM ONE 
2 WORLD TO ANOTHER. 

FROM KARDAN 
TO SKOLD TO THE RUS. 
STAYING OFF THE MAJOR 

TRADE ROUTES. 

IT'S CLEAR HE'S USING THESE BACK YOU'RE We 
ROUTES TO WORK HIS WAY HERE TO pole ca 
CALABRI ANAGNI AND THE IMPERIAL 

AMONG CLERKS AND 
ACCOUNTANT: CITY. BUT WHY? : MUDDLECOCK. 

NO MATTER 
HOW POWERFUL, ONE 

MAN DOESN'T MAKE FOR 
I'M GOING 

‘i TO Lasley re 
| (6) oe dj 

AN INVASION. SO WE HAVE ; si "GO PACK YOUR = 
TO ASSUME ASSAS- | OFFICE. 

SINATION. | 

WERE R/GHT 
TO BRING THIS TO 
ME. IT'S A MATTER 
FOR THE WARLOCK 



“I THOUGHT IT IMPORTANT ENOUGH 
TO BRING DIRECTLY TO YOUR 

ATTENTION. 

YES, 
THIS IS THE 

ROAD YOU WANT, 
PILGRIM 

TRAVELER. 

V, 

"TI HAVE OUR AGENTS “GOONER OR LATER 
SCOURING THE RUS, WE'LL FIND HIM. HOW 
LOOKING FOR THE WELL AND HOW LONG 

INVADER. CAN A STRANGER 
BLEND IN2” 

TRUTH IS, 
IM CURIOUS TO BUT 

SEE WHAT YOU HAVE HE CLEARLY NEVER- PLANNED FOR /SN'T DEAD. HE'S THELESS, WE THE CAT. FOR MERELY SLEEPING. HAVE OUR 
LOOK, YOU CAN PLANS. AND IF SEE HIS CHEST 

MOVING. THE CAT WAKES, 
IN THE MIDDLE 

2 HE'S EVEN OF IT ALL? 

PURRING! 
THEN 

HE MIGHT HAVE 
OTHER PLANS. THAT'S 
USUALLY THE WAY 

OF THINGS. 



WHERE - YEAH, WA/T 
ARE eae FOR THE SEASON OF 
STRANGER? MIGRATION AND YOU'LL OF AHURRY. 

HAVE COMPANY. MY DESTINATION 
AFTER I'm 

RESTED, I PLAN To 
FLY OVER THIS WIDE 

NOW? BETTER TO "7 
STAY HERE ON THE 
COASTLINE WHERE 

= {/ Fi 4 ~ 

y WHAT <a ena ~~ WHO IS IT > Ue 
COULD INSPIRE QUEST TO RESTORE SIOLE YOUR LOVE? WW AGSHOLES, EVERY 2 ; YOU TO ACT S0 UN- W TRUE LOVE AND REAP A }H|( A.CROWT I BET TWAS Ve ET POPULAR BIRDLIKE? HEALTHY MEASURE OF 4 WITH THE LADIES 
8 SUCH NASTY VENGEANCE. CUSTOMERS. yy 

GOODBYE, \ 
GENTLEBIRDS. T 
ENJOYED YOUR 

COMPANY. 



BUT < 
WE HAVE TO BE I “MW, 

CAUTIOUS. ; 

wy WWW tit 

4 THIS INTRUDER \ 
r SLEW THE THREE DEMIGOD 

KNIGHTS OF THE RUS, THE DRAGON 
OF THE SKOLD AT LEAST A DOZEN 
IMPERIAL GOVERNORS--THAT WE 
KNOW OF--AND AN UNTOLD 

NUMBER OF SOLDIERS. 

CALL OFF YOUR 
HONORED SEARCHERS, MUDSNIPE. NO TLL 

LADY, I FEAR ANYONE NEED BEATING THE BUSHES FOR > PREPARE A F/T TING 
WHO COULD THREATEN THIS MAN, SINCE HE SEEMS RECEPTION. 

THE EMPEROR. DETERMINED TO COME 
CALLING ON US. : DO ] NO YOU THINK 

ONE WILL, 5 THAT WISEZ 
AS LONG AS Me HE HAS TO BE A 
I COMMAND : \ SORCERER OF 

: GREAT POWER, 
TO BE ABLE 



POWER IS 
A SLIPPERY TERM, 

MUDSNIPE. 

OUR 
VISITOR MAY HAVE 

WOODS CONTURATIONS 
IMPRESSES ME, SO 

FAR. 
NO MATTER 

HIS TALENTS, HE'S 
HARDLY COMPARABLE 
TO YOUR BELOVED 
SNOW QUEEN. 

THE ADVERSARY! 



“FABLES is an excellent series in the tradition of 
SANDMAN, one that rewards careful attention 

and loyalty.” - ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 

BILL ‘= 
WILLINGHAM 

“[A] wonderfully twisted concept... 
features fairy tale characters banished to the 

noirish world of present-day New York.” 
-THE WASHINGTON POST 
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VOL. 2: ANIMAL FARM 

VOL. 3: STORYBOOK LOVE 
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VOL. 8: WOLVES 
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STORYBOOK LOVE 
FABLES VOL. 6: FABLES: 
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